522                   Birmingham workshops.                 [1774,
We came to Birmingham, and I sent for Wheeler, whom
I found well.
SEPTEMBER 20.
We breakfasted with Wheeler1, and visited the manufacture of Papier Mache". The paper which they use is smooth whited brown; the varnish is polished with rotten stone. Wheeler gave me a tea-board. We then went to BoultonV, who, with great civility, led us through his shops. I could not distinctly see his enginery.
Twelve dozen of buttons for three shillings3. Spoons struck at once.
SEPTEMBER 21.
Wheeler came to us again. We came easily to Woodstock.
SEPTEMBER 22.
We saw Blenheim and Woodstock Park4. The Park contains two thousand five hundred acres; about foursquare miles. It has red deer.
It is said that if he had lived a little longer he would have been assisted by a pension : such bounty could not have been ever more properly bestowed.' Johnson's Works, viii. 410. His friend, Mr. Graves, the author of The Spiritual Quixote, in a note on this passage says that, if he was sometimes distressed for money, yet he was able to leave legacies and two small annuities.
i Mr. Duppa—without however giving his authority—says that this was Dr. Wheeler, mentioned ante, iii. 416. The Birmingham Directory for the year 1770 shews that there were two tradesmen in the town of that name, one having the same Christian name, Benjamin, as Dr. Wheeler.
3 Boswell visited those works in 1776.   Ante, ii. 525.
3  Burke in. the House of Commons on Jan. 25,1771, in a debate on Falkland's Island, said of the Spanish Declaration :—' It was made, I admit, on the true principles of trade and manufacture.    It puts me in mind of a Birmingham button which has passed through an hundred hands, and after all is not worth three-halfpence a dozen.'   Parl. Hist. xvi. 1345.
4  Johnson and Boswell drove through the Park in 1776.   Ante, ii. 516.
Mr. Bryantot suppress by conducting their visitants perversely , to inconvenient points of view, and introducing them at the wrong end of a walk to detect a deception ; injuries of which Shenstone would heavily complain, Where there is emulation there will be vanity ; and where there is vanity there will be folly. The pleasure of Shenstone was all in his eye : he valued what he valued merely for its looks; nothing raised his indignation more than to ask if there were any fishes in his water.' See ante, p. 393.
